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1. BEGINNING the LATTER PART OF THE SUMMER AND IN JKE EARLY FALL 

we have had a number of intelligence reports suggesting the 

EXISTENCE Op PLANS TO ASSASSINATE OR ABDUCT AMERICANS NORMALLY 
REFERRED TO RY THE COMMUNISTS IN THAT INTELLIGENCE AS DISGUISED 
MILITARY ADVISERS. IN SOME CASES THE INFORMATION IS DATED AS 
Early AS LATE May 1974 and w£ CONTINUE to receive reports 
indicating that the communists* PLANNING remains on a current 

BASIS. 

2. WHILE ONE CANNOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THI5 INFORMATION 
IS DELIBERATELY PLANTED AND INTENDEO PRIMARILY FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL ‘ 
EFFECT# WE CONCLUDED THAT C A3 THE INTELLIGENCE IS AUTHENTIC AND 
REPRESENTS A GENUINE INTENTION TO ATTACK AMERICANS, AND (B) UNTIL 
NOW REPRESENTS PLANS RATHER THAN A OECISION TO EXECUTE THEM, 

IF AND WHEN THE VIET CONG ARE INSTRUCTED BY HANOI TO T&AN.5LATE 
PLAN’S AGAINST AMERICANS INTO ACTION# IT CAN BE ASSUMED THAT 
THIS WILL. BE DONE WITH THE CALCULATION THAT THE RESULTING • 

publicity may further- impede American support to south Vietnam, 

3. IN LIGHT OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US WE HAVE QUIETLY 
TIGHTENED UP ON SECURITY MEASURES BOTH IN SAIGON AND AT THE 
CONSULATES WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THOSE MOST USEFUL IN 


W *|hU© 


r 


NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


9 

► 






-V* 


I : 1 
J- » 
i V- 1 


s«v "Ms 

%T<*& 

^ TESC^ 


: *f 


Department of State 




My 


i 1 1 

M 
: ~ t 


PREVENTING ATTACKS ON OR ABDUCTIONS OF AMERICAN PERSONNEL, ' IN 
DOING SO WE HAVE HAD TO KEEP IN MIND THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY TO 
AVOID UNOUE ALARM NQT ONLY IN THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY BUT ALSO 
AMONG OTHER FOREIGN COMMUNITIES CWHO WATCH US CAREFULLY . 

FOR ANY INDICATION QF UNUSUAL CONCERN) AND INDEED AMONG THE. 
VIETNAMESE. NOR # OF COURSE# WILL WE BE DEFLECTED FROM DOING 
OUR JOB. CONSEQUENTLY# access^to the intelligence WE HAVE HAS , 
BEEN SEVERELY RESTRICTED TO. ESSENTIAL SENIOR OFFICER OF THIS . , 
MISSION AND THERE HAVE BEEN DISTINCT LIMITS ON THE MEASURES WE 
HAVE TAKEN SO FAR AND IND£E0‘ WHICH WE CAN TAKE TO COPE WITH 
THESE POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL THREATS. THIS • RESTRAINT INVOLVES 
ACCEPTANCE OF A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF CALCULATED RISK BUT THEN I 
KNOW OF NO WAY OF ALTERING THAT FACT NOR OF AVOIDING THE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR QQING SO, 

A, WE ARE CONSIDERING ADDITIONAL POSSIBLE STEPS TO HEAD OFF OR 
REDUCE A POTENTIAL THREAT BUT THERE SHOULO BE NO FALSE ILLUSION 
AS TO THE EXTENT THAT SUCH MEASURES CAN BE EFFECTIVE, ; 
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